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N a letter to PILXLREUTRHERUS OxoNI- 
ENSIS by PHILELEUTHERUS CANTA- 
BRIGIENSIS, * on impofing and ſubſcribing ar- 
ticles of religion, publiſhed 1719, there is, 
2 the utmoſt faid that can be offered 
y any. pen in defence of a national and 
civil church-eſtabliſhment. 


AND yet, he gives us theſe premiſes : © he 
thinks it has been demonſtrated, that men 
can have no authority 


1. Of adding to the laws of Chriſt. 
2. Of interpreting them. | 2 
| A 2 3. Of 


This Phil. Cantab. ſome have ſuppoſed to be the late 
Dr. Convers MippLEToON ; others, perhaps, with more 
truth, the Rev. and learned Mr. Herne of Cambridge. 
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3. Of inflicting the ſanctions of them. + 
* Of adding to or altering the ſanctions 
of them. | 


10 os 
NEVERTHELESS, ©* lice it is the duty of 


n= 0 n gs Teak, or unite 8 9 
vikble Beleties et churthes,%in order to 'Y 


public worſhip of God, in ſuch a manner as 1 


they themſelves (and nòt others for them) A 
Judge. from reaſon and ſcripture to be moſt I 


acceptable tõ him. add moſt effeQual to the 
falvation of their ſouls ; which they muſt do 
voluntarily out of a ſenſe of duty and the 
command of Chriſt only, and not by com- 
Banter; or out of fear of human terrors and 
enunciations:— and fince it refalts from the 
nature of a regufar and orderly ſociety, ſuch 
as the churches obght to be, that there muſt 
fide in it an authority of making rules and 
aws, and of annexing fanctions to them to 
inforte the obfervance of them; for the ex- \ 
ecution of which certain Officers muſt be 
apppinted ; therefore there, muſt be, in the | 
0 urches, An authority of making eccleſſaſti- 2 
cal Laws, and of annexing ecclefiaftical ſanc- 
tions to them; for the” 6verſeeing and exe- 
cuting whereof, ſome eccleſiaſtical Officers 


o 
9 


muſt be appointed. 4. 
' THE premiſes are exceedingly fair and pro- 7 
miſing; but not ſo plain and convincing the 1 
concluſion: for if it be demonſtrable, that 9 
88 an 00% nen. men © 
+ p. 5, 6. 1 
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men can have no authority of adding to the 
laws of Chrift, or 'of interpreting them, ot 
of inflicting, or altering, or adding ſancti- 
ons, How is it they have, or exerciſe an authori- 
70 that can make laws and rules, and annex 
fanctions which ſhall be binding ? eſpecially, 
when © it is the duty of chriſtians to unite 
into viſible churches, in order to the public 
worſhip of God, in ſuch a manner as they 
themſelves (not others for them) judge from 
reaſon and ſcripture, to be moſt acceptable 
to him, and moſt effectual to the ſalvation 
of their ſouls ; which muſt be done volun- 
tarily, out of a ſenſe of duty and the com- 
mand of Chriſt ozly ; and not of compulſion, 
or out of fear of human terrors and denun- 
ciations. 


15 it poſſible theſe things ſhould conſiſt 
with an authority of making rules and laws, 
and annexing ſanctions and executing them; 
leaving, all the while, the freedom of private 
judgment to every man, as to the manner of 
worſhip, he ſhall himſelf fee is moſt agreea- 
ble to reaſon and ſcripture, and molt effec- 
tual to his own falvation? The pretenſion to 
ſuch authority, is, at. once, renderd abſurd ; 
and in all its operations is abſolutely repug- 


nant to this unalienable claim of the chriſ- 


tian. 


WE 
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w are, however, to underſtand, that 
the ſubject. matter of laws, to be made by the 
ecclefiaſtical authority, can neither be the 
ſame with that of civil laws, nor of the laws 
of Chriſt; but only what relates to forms 
and circumſtances of the external worſhip of 
God, the performance of which is the end of 
mens uniting into churches.” 


. _ DOEs. this at all relieve us? how can it, 
when others are not to judge for us of the 
manner in which the public worſhip is to be 
rformed ; but we ourſelves are to judge 
from reaſon and ſcripture, what is moſt ac- 
ceptable to God, and moſt effectual to the , 
ſalvation of our own ſouls ? for, if there muſt AX 
be an eccleſiaſtical authority operating, in the 
way contended for, this choice is not left 
with any ; but all are obliged to comply with 
the eſtabliſhed forms and circumſtances of the 
external worſhip of God. And it is trifling 
and deluſive to ſay, We may judge for our- 
| ſelves, and not others for us, of the manner 
of our public worſhip :” Since no eccleſiaſti- 
cal authority, ſo far as it does operate, can 
allow us the liberty which is the duty of all 
chriſtians to aſſert, who do aſſemble toge- 
ther, and unite in viſible churches for divine 
worſhip. On the contrary, thoſe churches 
alone, can, with any propriety, be faid /o 
to aſſemble, who diſclaim all authority in 
the 
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An apology for a proteſtant diſſent, &. 7 
the things which relate to forms and circum- 
ſtances of external worſhip, 


te THE impartial friends of liberty, ſays Phi- 
lelkutherus Cantabrigienſis are as zealous as any 
for eccleſiaſtical authority, when by it is meant 
only an authority of appointing the forms and 
circumſtances of the public worſhip of God, 
according to the canons of the apoſtles, let 
all things be done decently, and in order : let 
all things be done to edifying.”* _ 


I is ſomewhat aſtoniſhing, that after it 
has been demonſtrated, ** none can have au- 
thority of adding unto, or of interpreting the 
laws of Chriſt ;” yet, an eccleſiaſtical autho- 
rity may interpret the canons of the apoſtles ! 
Whereas one would have thought the rights 
of private judgment, equally concerned with | 
apoſtolic rules, reſpecting the forms and cir- 
cumſtances of worſhip, Theſe rules are as 
properly the ſubject-matter of private judg- 
ment, as are the laws of Chriſt ; becauſe they 
have a reference to the forms and circum- 
ſtances of public worſhip. 


ALL will agree, that thoſe church-afſem- 
blies muſt have been very diſorderly, where 
more than one orator, at one and the ſame 
time and place were prophecying ; and where 
men would ſpeak to a people in a language 
they did not underſtand ; and where Bs 

| ri 


p. 7. 
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richdidluxuriouſly celebrate the memorial ſup 
per, treating the poor with negle& and con- 
tempt.—Theſe ſeem to be the things St. Paul 
would have reformed, when he faid, © Jet 
all things be done decently and in order ; and 
let all be done to edification.” But how will 
this furniſh any 'pretence for the exerciſe 
of ecclefiaſtical authority, in appointing forms 
and circumſtances of public worthip ? or how 
ſhall we allow it any exiſtence, hen ever 
man is to judge for himſelf, and not- others 
for him, as to the manner of bis public 
worſhip. But eyery man does this, who 
- approves of the method uſed in thoſe. churches 
where his conſcience is left free, and where 
no manner of claim is made to eſtabliſh the 
forms and circumſtances of worſhip, by any 
inveſtiture of eccleſiaſtical authority, _- 


„ FRIENDS of liberty, we ate farther told, 
have no objection to eccleſiaſtical authority, 
provided men do not blend or confound it 
with civil authority, or with the laws of 
_ Chriſt, — But to avoid the inconvenienence 
of two independent, co-ordinate authorities 
in. one nation, which would create infinite 
jealouſies and endleſs encroachments, the ſu- 
preme eccleſiaſtical authority muft be veſted 
in the civil magiſtrate. 4 | 1 
nus evident is it, © that the opinion of a 
national eſtabliſhed church, with an autho- 
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rity that ſhall be kept within proper bounds ; 
and not blended with civil authority, or with 
the authority of Chriſt; is merely utopi an. 


Every, eye, open to evidence, may ſee the 


ſoleciſm. Even Phil. Cantab. would himſelf 


have it the buſineſs of every learned and wiſe 
man in this church, to contrive how to make 
it as pure as may be, and to keep the laws 


of it as diſtin as they can be from the civil 


laws of the land, with which they are too 
apt to be blended and confounded.”\* 


What preſſing difficulties, what unavoid- 
able perplexities are there in the Scheme of 
a national eſtabliſhment of Religion, with an 


_ eccleſiaſtical authority exerciſed therein ? 


This celebrated defender of ſuch Eſtabliſh- 


ment, confeſſes, their being too apt to blend 


and be confounded. What method does he 
purpoſe in remedy? How would he avoid 
theſe evils ?— By veſting the ſupreme eccle- 
ſiaſtical authority in the civil magiſtrate.” — 
I cannot forbear reſembling this to the Iriſh 


ſoleciſm— he beſt way to draw a cork out of a 


bottle, is to thruſt it in.— So, to keep all pro- 
per bounds, and not blend or confound etcle- 


fiaſtical with civil authority, is, to veſt the 


church-power in the civil magiſtrate. Who 
would have expected ſuch ſort of greafoning 
from ſo good a Writer? But he had done 
his beſt to avoid an Imperium in Inperio; 
and faw nothing clearly or with diſtinctneſs 
; B 25 . * — 


In 
§Eſſay, p. 16. | 
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in the thick fog of an eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſu- 


ment. — In ſome faint glimmerings be per- 


ceives and confefles,— * blended and con- 


founded in ſome meaſure I believe they wall 


always be. 80 do I, worthy Sir; how q 


can it be otherwiſe, when the ſupreme church 
authority can be veſted in no other hands 
but in that of the civil magiſtrate ?— Phil. 


Cantal. thought this a conſiderable amend- 


ment to that of its remaining in the hands 
of eccleſiaſtics, and fo verily it is. Mankind 
can better diſcern, that the eccleſiaſtical, is 
only another name for civil and political. 
And its ſuppoſed Authority is much leſs for- 
midable in Lay, than in clerical hands. J 


THAT 


. OY NR 
t That maſterly writer, who publiſhed, an examinati- 
on of the ſcheme 4 church power, 3d edit. 1736. p. 13, 14- 


fais, © I take the caſe, with regard to eccle/ia/tical juriſ- | 


dift:on, to have been thus; when chriſtianity: became 
the public religion of the empire, the laity, who in the 
earlier ages bore a part in the provincial and dioceſan 
conſiſtory, finding themſelves at cafe from perſecution, 
began to apply with more attention to their fecular affairs, 
and left church-matters to the Biſhop and his clergy ; the 
clergy being for the moſt part ſettled at their reſpectiye 
cures, at too great a diſtance from the mother church to 
admit of a conſtant attendance at the dioceſan conſiſtory: 
or perhaps from a high opinion of the wiſdom and inte- 
grity of their preſident, were, contented to leave the 
principal weight of church government in his hands : 
eſpecially when they looked on it as a barren point of 
pre-eminence, attended with no profit or diſtinction to 
compenſate the burthen it brought with it. I believe it 
will appear upon enquiry that epr/copal juri/diftion had o- 
riginally no 3 2 as firft chr ſt an 
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' THAT it is no other than a civil, political 


thing, may be learnt from the inveſtiture in 
the hand of the ſupreme, civil governor, 


whoſe imperial ſceptre moſt fitly diſpoſes of 
its temporal emoluments, dignities, powers 


and riches; and beſt controuls its pretenſions 


of annexing and exercifing its various ſancti- 
ons. Church-temporalities ſeek herein a pa- 
tronage that is moſt likely to ſecure them 
from alienations. But after all, what are 
theſe temporalities, but temporalities ? May 


not mitres, croſiers, and lawn-ſleeves, claſs 
with ſtars, coronets and garters? Do they 
denote eminence of ſpirituality? if they do, 
WuITTNTAD has extremely miſtaken in his 
State Dunces, where he lis 


Who would not trim, peak, vote, or con- 
ſcience pawn, 

To:Lord it o'er a See; and ſwell in lawn? 

If arts like theſe, O S—-k, honours claim, 

Than thee none merits more the prelate's 
name. 


Gurt needleſs it is to labour a proof of 
the emoluments of a national, eſtabliſhed Cler- 


gy . civil, temporal and politieal things. 
| B 2 


There 


* 


| Emperors finding the Biſhops in full poſſeſſion of a nominal 


authority, inveſted them with a real juriſdiction.” * 


not others ſor us, judge from reaſon and ſcrip- 
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There is not the leaſt Shadow of countenance 
given them in all the teachings of the divine Je- 
ſus; or in the inſtructions or practice of his 
apoſtles, after they once underſtood the na- 
ture and plan of their Lord's Kingdom. In 
their non- age and ignorance, indeed, the 
had vanity. and ambition enough to aſpire af- 
ter pre- eminence: but never do they ſhew 
this temper after they are well acquainted 
with their miſſion and office. 


SINCE the center of church- power is thus, 


by its advocates, placed in the hands of the 


ſupreme, civil Governor, we can, without 
difficulty, derive its ſeveral effects from their 
ſource; and alſo eſtimate their weight and 
moment in the ſcale of divine truth. If 


therefore this eccleſiaſtical authority fhould 


be found to enjoin us, not only the ritual, the 
form, the circumſtance, but even the very 
object of our devotion ; we, as the Creatures 
which God has made rational, and required 
to judge for ourſelves, ſo far as we are religi- 
bus, can remonſtrate freely, along with thoſe 
primitive diſſenting teachers, PETER and 
Joux; © whether it be right in the ſight of 
God to hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye.” Which remonſtrance, this 


 WrirTExR declares, * it is our _ to make, 
as Chriſtians, who aſſemble toget 


er to wor- 
ſhip God, in ſuch a manner as we ourſelves, 


ture 


- 
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ture to be moſt acceptable to God, and 
'moſt effectual to the falyation of our own 


Souls, ” 


Ap yet, this liberty is wholly taken away, 
if there is an eccleſiaſtical authority ſubſiſting, 


that can 'make laws and rules, and annex 


ſanctions, alſo execute them. But either the 


right of private judgment and conſcience re- 
mains in its full force, as it was exerciſed eve- 
ry where by the firſt chriſtians ; or it does 
not. If it does, there is no authority on earth, 
either ecclefiaſtical or civil, that can bind the 
conſcience in religious matters, or in what re- 
lates to faith and worſhip. If man muſt judge 
for himſelf. what manner of worſhip appears 
moſt agreeable to ſcripture and reaſon, and 
molt conducive to his own edification, then, 
no national eſtabliſhed forms or circ 
of worſhip can at all oblige - his obſervance; 

unleſs he ſhould be perſuaded, that thoſe e- 
ſtabliſhed forms and circumſtances. are moſt 
conſonant to reaſon and ſcripture, and do moſt 
effectually aſſiſt his devotion. But even in 
this ſituation, how he can ever allow of any 
eccleſiaſtical - authority, that may either add 
unto or interpret any of the laws of Chriſt, 
when it is demonſtrable there can be no ſuch 
authority, is far beyond all rational conception. 


I wave ſaid, that forms and circumſtances 
of public worſhip cannot be left with any hu- 
* man 


t4 As dpology for & proteſiant diffent, Ec. 
man authority whatſoever, / as to bind the 
conſcience of any one chriſtian ; it will leſs 
farprize any, when I affirm, that no authori 
among men, can, or may reaſonably preſume 
to preſcribe and i objects of ſupreme 
worſhip. Nevertheleſs, do not all the Lita- 
nies, with which we are acquainted, run into 
this extravagance? for example, what if I am 
fully perſuaded in my on mind, that the 
New Teſtament teacheth,— there is but one 
God, the father ; and that there is no more than 
one perſon, or conſcious principle in the God- 
. 2 that this God pm 3 the God 
and Father of Jeſur Chriſt, as be is my God and 
Father : and that the holy Gboſt is no other than 
the diſtin energy and operation of God's power 
and wiſdom : — will it not be natural for me 
to conclude; that as I am perſuaded God is one 
Spirit, fo I ſhould worſhip him in ſpirit and 
in truth; and efpecially, ſince Jeſus has ex- 
prefly aſſured me, © that ſuch the father 
keth to worſhip him.” — but, if by vertue 
of a national eſtabliſhment, I ſhould find in 
its public Z:7urgy, that there are various in- 
vocations and ſolemn addreſſes, not any way 
conliſtent with this ſimplicity and unity of 
the object of my worſhip ; on the contrary, 
that more perſons than one are invoked with 
equal veneration and homage : I ſhould then 
be guilty, in the uſe of ſuch liturgy, of vio- 
hting that rule which my Lord has given 
me; becauſe I ſhould not worſhip the one 
$ Spirit, 
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Spirit, in Spirit and in truth; but my adorati- 


en would be falte and fanciful. 


SINCE this is the condition of all 
preſcribed Liturgies, via. that they ſuppoſe 
an authority. of interpreting the laws and 
doctrines of Chrift, an undeniable evidence 
ariſes, © that God has not given, or ever de- 
ſigned to give men authority to make laws 
and rules about the forms or circumſtances 
of his worſhip.” which Phileleutherus fais, he 
has not.— The excellent Biſhop of Win 
ebeſler would furniſh us with à reaſon, w 
God has not deſigned to give men any ſuch 
authority; ſince, ** if a prince's favourable 
ſmile be to be obtained by one fort of men, 
and his diſpleaſure to be kindled againft ano- 


ther; it is often ſcen that nothing will more 
effectually do this, than ſome conſideration 


taken from their difference in opinion or 


practiſe, with relation to religion, and the 
worſhip of God.” +— I cite not the paſſage, as 


the Biſhop intended this application; but J 


d are nevertheleſs venture to affirm, it is di- 
rectly applicable to the caſe before us, viz. 
where men aſſert an authority of making 
laws and rules about the forms and circum- 
ſtances of public worſhip, and annex and exe- 
cute Sanctions. 

THE 


+ Eſſay, p.7. + In his Sermons publiſhed 1754. p. 25. 
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- THE divine right of human appointments, 
the friends of liberty diſown: and yet, © an 
eccleſiaſtical power is ſaid to reſide ſome- 
where. And ſince the Scripture has not de- 
termined it, in finding its 1efidence, we muſt 
be guided by'the rules of reaſon, and the na- 
ture of ſociety. But all power in ſociety de- 
rives. from the conſent of that ſociety.” — 


Theſe are the obſervations of Phil. Cantab. & 
THUS vnheoglly has this good writer 


plunged into a prevailing error, namely, 
te that religious and civil inſtitutions and in- 
tereſts can admit of a fimilitude ; and each a- 
like be conſidered as having a foundation of 
their rights and claims ſettled upon a 117 
conſent. e 


ir is to be wondered at, ſo 990 a pen 
ſhould be guilty of this abſurdity ; ; eſpecially, 
when the Biſhop of Bangor in his Sermon 
before the King, upon the nature of Chriſt's 
church or kingdom, had expoſed the opinion: 
for he ſaid, in his fit obſervation, that the 
groſſeſt miſtakes in judgment, about the na- 
ture of Chriſt's kingdom or church, have a- 
riſen from hence, that men have argued from 
other viſible ſocieties, and other viſible king- 
doms of this World, to what aught to be vi- 
fible and ſenſible in his kingdom, conſtantly 
leaving out of their notion, the moſt eſſential 
part of it, bat Chriſt is king in bis own king- 


dom. — 
$ Eſſay, p, 8. 
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dom ;— urging and contending, that his 
Kingdom mult be like other Kingdoms.” þ 


ox, had Phileleutherus caſt his eye on the 
chriſtian law-giver, he would have given him 
to underſtand, there is no fimilitude, — but 
it ſhall not be so among you. Worldly poli- 
licies, we are ready to own, are beſt ſettled on 
the foundation of public conſent. Whereas 
this law-giver is ſolely ſuch in his own church 
and kingdom.— moreover, in the forementi- 
oned Vol. of Sermons, his Lordſhip of 
Wincheſter ſais, * © The apoſtles themſelves 
had no authority to publiſh any thing, but 
what they had committed to them by 
Chriſt.— they were not the makers or decreers 
of that religion that was to be delivered to the 


world.“ And © much unhappineſs has 


proceeded from mens not being contented 
with the /imphlicity of. chriſtianity, as it is 
found in the Goſpels ; from their making new 
creeds ; their adding new articles of faith, 
to thoſe laid down in the New Teſtament 
and laying new impoſitions upon the reſt of 
chriſtians, - unknown to Chriſt and his apo- 


ſtles. 4 


vr ſuppoſe we were to examine into. this 
ſoundation- right, on which any form of church 
C polity 

T p. 24- edit. 1719. | Math. xx. 267 p. r64- 


18 An apology for a proteſtant difſent, &c. 
polity can be eſtabliſhed, to wit, that of con 
| ſent.: how ſhall we form clear and ſatisfacto- 
ry notions of this foundation ? Is the conſent 
| of thoſe who unite in any church ſo to operate 
as to eſtabliſh an herarchy, with Lawpgivers, 
who have authority to make laws, annex and 
execute ſanctions; and this too upon the ve- 
model of GRENTILESs exerciſing dominion 
and aſſerting their authority? There is nothing 
1 more plain and manifeſt than the contradicti- 
Wo on this has to the expreſs will of the chrifti- 
an's Law-giver, who has faid, it fhall not be 
so among his diſciples. Of what avail then 
are names and numbers who conſent to ſuch 
eſtabliſhment ? The church-polity has not 
the conſent or approbation of the chriſtian's. 
Law-giver, but is in direct oppoſition. 


— —— — — — 
— 


| 

| 

| 

| 
| l WHAT, in fact, has been this conſent ot 
1 agreement? ordinarily, that of the civil ma- 
p ;- _  viſtrate, with ſuch a number of Laics and 
— Clerics as had influence enough to ſecure to 
= themſelves a i ſhare in the temporal emo- 
Juments of the national eſtabliſhment. As to 
the conſent of a nation, in any thing relative 
to the forms of , church-polity, the people 
are not, in common, diſpoſed to do other- 
i wiſe than implicitly follow the lead of their 
ſuperiors, and thoſe who ſit at the helm of 
1 the public. { 
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AND how very ſhocking is the tendency of 
ſuch eſtabliſhments ? as the Biſhop of Vin- 
chefter finely expreſſeth himſelf,“ Let a 
form of worſhip be never ſo tedious with 
pompous ceremonies ; never ſo full of fop- 
peries and ridiculous circumſtances; never ſo 
unworthy of reaſonable creatures to offer, or 


of God to receive; yet there is I know not 
what fondneſs for it, rivetted in the minds 


and affections of men, if it deſcended down 


to them from their forefathers, and can but 
plead age and preſcription.” 


AGAIN, ſpeaking of implicite ſubjection, . 
he ſais, ** the people think of no other fazth, 
but that which is converſant about the mon- 
ſtrous opinions, and ridiculous and abſurd 
tenets, which ſupport the power and riches 
of their ecclefiaſtical governors, and have loſt 
all regard to the Goſpel, in its fimplicity ; and 
all deſire to enquire after it. | 


THESE things cannot have place, where 
the rights of conſcience are left abſolutely un- 
embarraſſed and free, and where the people 
judge, each for themſelves, and not others 
for them, of the agreement which the man- 
ner of public worſhip has with reaſon and 
ſcripture. But in all civil eſtabliſhments of 
the forms and circumſtances of worſhip, or 

' Ca where 
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where the eccleſiaſtical authority fixeth the 
ritual, and impoſeth the Liturgy, the people 
are uſually well ſatisfied with thoſe parts of 
the public ſervice, of which they can have 
no ſort of idea, or at all exerciſe their under- 


ſtandings; in the pronouncing of which they 


generally expreſs the height of their devoti- 
on— Such as, © we worſhip one God in tri- 
nity, and trinity in unity, neither confound- 
ing the perſons, nor dividing the ſubſtance.— 
the father etcrnal, the ſon 7 —.— the holy 
ghoſt eternal, and yet there are not three e- 
ternals, but one eternal. — in this trinity none 
is afore or after other, none is greater or leſs 
than another. Now no man in the world 
can poſſibly have any idea correſpondent to 
theſe ſolemn declarations; ſince all our na- 
tural and rational ones always conclude a fa- 
ther antecedent to a ſon, and a ſon ſubſequent 
to a father. In like manner, when they af. 
firm, Jeſus Chriſt to be God of God, light 
of light, very God of very God, begotten 
not made, being of one ſubſtance with the 
father”— the declarations ſurpaſs the power 
of all human conception, and are as contra» 
ry to all our natural notions of unity, as wo 
can be to one: and fo import a mathematical 
contradiction. 8 


ok, how ſhall any worſhip with under- 
ſanding, and ſay Amen to this addreſs ? Al- 


be 


An apology for a proteſtant diſſent, &e. 2 


mighty and everlaſting God, who has given to 


us thy ſervants grace by the confeſſion of a true 
Faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eter- 
nal trinity, and in the power of the divine 
majeſty to worſhip the unity. When a peo- 
ple think of no other faith but that which is 


converſant about ſuch monſtrous opinions, 


and ridiculous and abſurd tenets which ſup- 
port the power and riches of their eccleſiaſtical 


government, what account ſhall we make of 


the conſent of the public ? muſt we call their 
implicite faith and ductile compliance” with 
Statutes, which compel uniformity in public 
worthip under penalties, a foundatjon, or 
right of conſent, that the form of church- 
polity is ſettled upon? 


Phil. Cantab. is certainly right in declaring | 
that the pofitive circumſtance of external wor- 


ſhip, eſtabliſhed by eccleſiaſtical authority, is 
not jure di vino. & "2 1705-39 


THE concluſion will be ſafely made by a 
compariſon of any one eſtabliſhed form of 
church-polity, with the writings of the New 
Teſtament. There is no danger of ſuppoſing, 
that God has given the power of making 
laws or rules about the circumſtances of his 
worſhip and ſervice, to any certain and par- 
ticular perſons among Chriſtians.” And we 
may alſo believe with him and with Mr. 
HaLes, © that nature and religion agree in 


nd 


Wl | 22 An apology for a proteftant diſſent, &c. 
Wl | - | this, vi. neither of them had any hand in 
bl this Heraldry, of ſecundum ſub, ef Supra: 
Wt N ; 

Wh! | all- this comes from compoſition and a 
ment of men among themſelves. | 


r is pertinent to aſk, why this Her ? 

what oy rod it ſerve? what end can 248 

when nature and religion cou'd have no hand 

in it? Surely it muſt be unnatural to an inſti- 
tution that altogether conſults both. Or, can 

ſuch an agreement of men among themſelves 

produce any one uſeful effect? will any ſay, that 
Chriſtians in their ſeveral church; Societies, 

which have-no ſuch Heraldry, and difallow 
of any political combination, are not, to all 

intents and purpoſes, as truly chriſtian-chur- 

ches, as thoſe who have this Heraldry ? . 


... Chriftianity, for ſome centuries, had no 
ſuch Heraldry ; it ſpread without the aid 
of civil power: nay, it proſpered notwith- 
ſtanding all earthly powers, and eccleſiaſtical 
policies were againſt it. And it remains the 
object of 118 patronage, whom God has ex- 
alted above all the powers in Heaven and Earth; 
who will be tbe DEFENDER OF THE FAITH, 
in all nations and through all ages. ö 


. -  Phil.: Cantab. wou d have men judge for 
themſelves who unite in public worſhip: yet 
he pleads for ſanctions to laws of eccleſiaſti- 
cal ſociety, as importing, © an abridgment of 


ſome 


E $ Eſſay, P+ 8. - 


d e 


Prefſſly denies that we incur any penalty from 
6 Men, "1 
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ſome privileges which the members of it en- 
joy by being of it, or exelufion from it; each 
for a time, or for ever.” - but then he ſays, 
«the ſanctions of Chriſt's laws cannot be the 
ſanctions of theſe laws; for theſe are the laws 
of men, not of Chriſt; nor can civil ſanctions 
be the ſanctions of theſe laws ; for they can 
only belong to civil laws. 


11 is extremely difficult to ſay what theſe 
ſanctions can be, fince this writer farther de- 
clares, © every eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment de- 
pends merely upon conſent, and none can be 
obliged by force to be of it, who do not con- 
ſent to it: therefore thoſe who ſeparate from 


it can incur no penalty from men for ſo doing. 


They cannot fall under ecclehaſtical diſcipline; 
becauſe they renounce all the privileges which 
belong to the members of the Church, merely 
as they are members of it, beyond which di, 
erpline does not extend. They cannot incur 
civil penalties, becauſe this is no civil crime, 
without which there can be no civil forfei- 
ture.” + 


WELL : this is a full and fair juſtification - 


of the diſſent which any make to an eceleſi- 
tical eſtabliſhment : and is as much as one 
cou'd with an advocate for church-authority 
to ſay; ſince it altogether exculpates the non- 
conformity from guilt or demerit, and ex- 


® ibid. + p. 28. | 
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men, or are put under any eccleſiaſtical dic- 
eipline, or incur any civil penalty. . * 


is there any thing in petto, concealed under 
the Italics, from men ? does the Writer ſup- 

ſe us culpable in the Sight of God? I am 
Jealous he has ſome ſuch meaning: for he 
has ſaid, where there is a national Church 
that is barely tolerable ; 1. e. in the conſtitu- 
tion of which there are ever ſo many errors, 
defects or corruptions, yet if nothing ſinful is 
impoſed on, or required of, the members of 
it ; it is the duty of ALL the Chriſtians of 
that nation to hold communion in that Church. 
They may peaceably declare their diſſent to 
its corruptions, and endeavour a reformation 
of them, but they ought not to withdraw 
themſelves from it.” fo countenance him- 
ſelf, he cites the Biſhop of BAN GOR's Senti- 
ments, Who ſays, It is undeniably beyond 
the power of man to frame any conſtitution, 
to draw up any form or directory for 1 
in the Church, that ſhall be agreeable to all 
Perſons concerned, or free from defects and 
imperfections. Therefore a regard to the 
happineſs of the Society we live in, lays an 
obligation on every Chriſtian to conform him- 
ſelf to what is eſtabliſhed, tho it be not per- 
fect, but only tolerable.— Tis their duty 
only to enquire whether they can conſcienti- 
ouſly conform or not.” | 
; I wou'd 


t Eſſay, p. 18. 19. 
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I wou'd obſerve the utmoſt decency in re- 
marking on both theſe advocates for confor- 
mity. But is there not ſomething taken for 
granted in their reaſonings, which we diſpute, 
vi2, the neceſſity of an eſtabliſhed national 
Church, inveſted with eccleſiaſtical Authority! 
grant them this premiſe, and perhaps we may 
as eaſily grant them their concluſions as we 
cou'd Socrates his, at Athens, of grant Cicero 
his, at Rome.—But I freely confeſs, I do not 
ſee that either of theſe celebrated pens have 
preſerved any ſort of conſiſtency in their rea- 
ſonings upon an, obligation to conformity. It 
is plain, the Biſep has, with one ſtroke, 
thrown down all he had advanced in favour 
of the obligation, by allowing “it to be the 
Dur of men to enquire whether they can 
conſcientioufly conform or not.” Perſuaded 1 
am he does not mean, they ſhou'd only en- 
quire : he intends to ſay, it is their DUTY to 
diſſent, if they cannot conſcientiouſly conform. 


War then does it hgnily to be told by 

PRIL. CAN TAB. that it is the duty of all Chriſti- 
ans in a Nation to hold communion with a 
Church whoſe eonſtitution is barely tolerable, 
however many its errors, defects and corrup- 
tions? or by the Biſhop, that a regard to the 
happineſs of Society is an obligation to conformi- 
T when the one has faid, that J muſt judge 
or my ſelf, and not others for me, of the 
agreement which the anner of publick wor- 
D _ tip 


26 An apology for a proteſlant diſſent, &c. 
14 | ſhip has with reaſon and Scripture; and when 
wh the other aſſures me, it is my duty to enquire 
| whether I can conſcientiouſly conform or 
not. I would here aſk, whether it is not 
188 apparently far more for the benefit of ſociety, 
that every man makes a judgment for him- 
ſelf what manner of worſhip is moſt for his 
own edification; and that he aſſerts the right 
of conſcience, in the liberties he takes when 
expreſſing his homage, much more properly, 
than if he ſuffered himſelf to pay an impli- 
cite regard to thoſe eſtabliſhed modes, or 
ſhew'd a veneration for any deviſed polity 
and artificial ſcheme of church-hierarchy in 
the world ?—lt ſeems to me a clear point, 
that in proportion to the numbers of various 
denominations of Chriſtians, who exerciſe 
their rational powers and aſſert the rights of 
private judgment, in their diſſent from any 
| + national eſtabliſhment, the quantity or - extent 
1 of Chriſtian-Liberty may be eſtimated in that 
nation: and that the happineſs of ſociety will 
always be found in the ſame ratio. And if 
I do not egregiouſly miſtake, this concluſion 
will ſupport upon the reaſoning of theſe two 
| writers. For, how will it be the duty of all 
. Chriſtians to hold comunion with but a barely 
tolerable national-charch, when it is the 
duty of every. one to judge for himſelf, and not 
| © others for him, of the manner of public wor- 
ſhip; and e he can conſcientiouſly 
| | : conform 
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conform or not ?—Surely any church that is 

more than barely tolerable, will be more 
eligible. 


SOME other queſtions I am inclined to put 
to the advocates for conformity. Wou'd you 
encourage any, who look upon an ecclefraſti- 
cal hierachy as diſhonourable to the authority 
of Jeſus, to comunicate with a national church 
that avows an Heraldry which nature and re- 
ligion both diſown ? wou'd you have men, 
who are fully convinc'd of the unity of God, 
joyn ina —_— that devoutly owns a trini- 

X ty ? wou'd you have men, who are perſuaded 
that prayers are better conducted, or more to 
q the improvement of their own devotions, 
4 without, than with forms, wou'd you have 
J them tied down to an unvaried formula of 
7 worſhip ? wou'd you havemen, ſubmit to ſuch 
t ceremonies and forms in the adminiſtration 


t of the ſacraments, as they are convinced are 
1 no where warranted in the new Teſtament ? 
rf ſuch as God-fathers and God-mothers, and 
* the ligning with the ſign of the croſs in bap- 


tiſm ; kneeling at the Euchariſt; and when 
they think both the form of celebration and 
doctrine of it are diſagreeable to their opini- 
on ? wou'd you have men conform in their 
ſickneſs to the office of viſitation, who are 
offended at the yery form of abſolution ? 

C 2 THE 
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THE Biſhop of W inche/ter has ſaid, that 
Fefus has given no commiſſion to any, to 
pretend to a Lordly-authority over the under- 
ſtandings, or conſciences of mankind. But as 

his religion conſiſts not in niceties; and aims 
at nothing but the happineſs of mankind, and 
is founded upon truth: he hath left it to the 
evidence that ſupports it. Vaſt and incon- 
ceivable prejudice hath been done to it, by 
mens pretending to be wiſer than he; to add 
to his inſtitutions, and his doctrines; and to 
impoſe: upon men their own additions, un- 
der pretence of an inconteſtable authority 
and baker any ſort of worldly penalties. And 
he tells us, + © Chriſt did not come into the 
world—either to perplex the underſtandings, 
or to diſtract the conſciences of men,” 4 
confeſs, it is very ſhameful to conſider, that 
men ſhou'd not be contented to be men; and 
to think for themſel ves: one, one way, and 
another, another. — If Jeſus Chriſt, and 
plainly determined 
many points; but that there is room for diffe- 
rences among honeſt believers; why: ſhou'd 
any judge, after them, pretend to ſettle reli- 
gion better than they did ? —once more, 5 
*-what has been d by weak and fallible 
men, tho! affirmed with never ſo much | 

tiveneſs; tho backed with never ſo much 
worldly. authority; tho' ſtrengthened. with all 


the 


p. 172. of EN late Volume of Sermons. t p. 150. 
+ p. 175. lp. 171. § 179. ü | 
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the Hs of this world, and of that which 
is come: all is nothing to men concerned 
about their religion. The point is, what 
our Lord himſelf requires; and what his 
Apoſtles themſelves deliver, as from him. 
This is the important enquiry: and this ought 
to be ſtrictly obſerved by all, who profeſs to 


examine into his doctrine.“ 


NEED we more to juſtify our diſſent from 
any national and civil eſtabliſhment of religion? 
what then can theſe great men mean by urg- 
ing conformity ?—takea yet cloſer review of this 
ecclefiaſtical conſtitution, and I am perfuad- 
ed, it will appear ſo far from being beneficial 
to the civil intereſts of ſociety, ſhou'd we 
conform, that it wou'd be very injurious and 
baneful to them; for in doing ſo, we ſhou'd 
irifle extremely; becauſe © all this is nothing 
to men concerned about their religion. The 
point is, what our Lord himſelf required; and 
what his Apoſtles — deliver, as from 
him. 2 


AND yet, Phil. Cantab. ſpeaks of ſancti- 
ons to enforce eccleſiaſtical laws, that are nei- 
ther civil nor religious! How does this turn 
out in fact? proteſtant-diffenters, in Souths 
Britain, are apt to imagine, they are a little 
ſevere and cruel. Negative diſcouragements, 
| fines, impriſonments, and forfeitures of hon- 
ourable and profitable poſts under the civil 

govern- 


| 
Ii 
l 
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government, are annexed to the condition of 
a conſcientious-nonconformity. The TEST 
and CoxroRATION acts, certainly import, 
an abridgement of ſome civil privileges to us, 


which the members of the national church may 


enjoy. So that I am unable to conceive. of 
theſe, as any other, than what we are wont 
to call, civi. Sanctions. : | 


I nave ſaid, the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution 
conformed unto by us, would be baneful to 


. the civil intereſts of ſociety; and I think I 


have this Letter-Writer with me; for, he 
owns, an averſion to eccleſiaſtical pride, and 
the unwarrantable power of a ſpiritual tyran- 
ny. And fais, © that the exceſſive growth 
thereof hath been very much occaſioned by 
human laws being exttavagantly indulgent to 
eccleſiaſtics: for as more men are guided by 
ambition than by honeſty, ſo eccleſiaſtics, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, have formerly, and always 
will, under the name of religion and the 
church, promote their own worldly power 
and grandeur.” + | 


THE good Biſhop alſo obſerves * * a vaſt 
difference between thoſe who have no intereſt 
to ſupport, but that of truth and righteouſ- 


neſs; and thoſe who have worldly pomp and 


grandeur, and riches, to procure, or pre- 
ſerve, 


+ Eſſay, p. 14. p. 165 
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ſerve, or increaſe. The one is for tryal and 


examination ; which never can hurt or in- 
jure truth. The other is for an eaſter method; 
for yielding up all pretence to underſtanding, 
and reaſon ; and going into that way, which 
will encourage all the abſurdity and folly in 
the world; and make truth and falſhood, 
light and darkneſs, the ſame things, and e- 
qually eligible.” | 


THESE teſtimonies ſerve to ſupport my 
obſervation, and ſhew, that the 4% counte- 
nance is given to an eccleſiaſtical authority, 
that has 1 power of making laws and an- 
nexing ſanctions, and the more ſecure are 
the civil intereſts of ſociety. So that a pis- 
SENT from ſuch eſtabliſhment will beſt pro- 
mote the cauſe of truth, and the inter of 
religion; and conſequently, beſt ſubſerve the 
real intereſts of any nation, or people. 


FROM the extravagant indulgence given to 
eccleſiaſtics, and their general abuſe, owned 
by Pbileleutherus reh it is alſo e- 
vident, there could be no ſuch thing © as God's 
giving the power of making laws or rules a- 
bout the circumſtances of his worſhip, to any 
certain or particular perſons among Chriſti- 
ans.” — but the veſting men with ſuch autho- 
rity, however wide and general the conſent, 
has been contrary to the very nature and in- 
tereſts of religion. A deduction unforced 

| and 
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and natural ; which nothing. could hinder 
ſuch advocates for an eſtabliſhment from ſee- 
ing, except a prejudice to which the greateſt 
geniuſes may be liable. But when once theſe 


| writers can be made conſiſtent, one may ven- 


ture a promiſe to reduce the two diametrically 
oppolite points of the compaſs to one 
and the fame ſouthern or northern di- 
rection. | 


i: thing farther we muſt not omit in the 
citations this Letter-Writer has made from 
the Biſhop, and that is, when replying to 
Doctor CaLaMy, he ſais, Tn all propoſals 
and ſchemes which we draw up to be reduced 
to practice, we muſt ſuppoſe (A world what 
it is, and not what it ought to be.”||— which, 
it ſeems, is to be the rule in drawing up a 
directory of worſhip, a ſcheme of divine 2 
vice. However ſpecious this rule, it will not 
bear examining: if it would hold, why did not 
Jeſus ſo accommodate his ſyſtem of inſtructi- 
on? I am afraid here would be ſome defect 


inferrable in the Goſpel-ſyſtem, which did 


not conſider mankind in any other light, in 
its laws and rules, than as what it ſhould be. 
There are no palliatives, no connivances at. diſ- 
orderly prejudices, tempers, and conſtituti- 
ons, then known to ſubſiſt : but the whole 
plan of faith and worſhip, the whole ſyſtem 


df rule and maxim, ſuch, as was moſt adapt- 


ed to convince, remedy and reform. It is 
15 TY "+ 
| Eſſay, p. 17. 
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all. abſolutely good in itſelf, and intended to 


make men rational in all their apprehenſions, 


wiſe in all their approbations, and holy in all 


their aims and actions. It is not therefore 
ſo pertinent to the Goſpel- plan, that in an e- 
Nabliſhment of public worſhip,” the ſcheme 
ſhould rather be adapted to what the World's, 
than to what it ought to be. With the good 
Biſhop's leave, this is a Stretch of the line, 
a little beyond what its natural ſtrength would 
bear; and leads us to imagine, that if a na- 
tional church may be conſtituted, and yet un- 
derſtood as a part of Chriſt's Kingdom, then 
it may well have a worldly complexion : and 
his Lordſhip has employed his induſtrious, 
his principal labours to littlepurpoſe, in ſhew- 
ing, that Cbriſts kingdom” is not of | this 
world. K £077 afzh 9 
THE fundamental error, all along ſeems to 
lye in ſuppoling, © the neceſſity of a national 


church eſtabliſhment :” or, that the chriſtians 


of every nation ſhould unite in a common po- 
lity. Phileleutherus © thinks it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. And he obſerves upon it, © that to 
reform the church to its primitive model of 
independent congregations in each- city, was 
neither proper when the whole nationbe came 
chriſtian, nor praCticable.— Becauſe to have 
ſet up eccleſiaſtical governors of the national 
church independent on the civil magiſtrate, 
would have been to leave uncruſhed the ſecds 
+ Eſſay, p. 1, 


- 
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of 'tyranny— the civil magiſtrate, had he not 
made the eccleſiaſtics dependent on him, 
would ſoon have found himſelf dependent 
upon them.” 9 


VERY true: but there would have been 
no manner of need of eccleſiaſtical governors 
of a national church, if independent churches 
had been allowed in every city; ſo that the 
concluſion: changeth the very tace of the pre- 
miſe, and has ſomething too artful and ſo- 
phiſtical in the reaſoning.” The magiſtrate 
would have had no occaſion of fear from the 
power oſ eccleſiaſtics, had not chriſtians u- 
nited upon the ſcheme of a common polity. 
The primitive model would have been the 
only effectual ſecurity againſt all independen- 
cy on the magiſtrate that was formidable. 

| | | {i rr nd 


$ The Exammgs of the Scheme Ta cherer, Ke. 
ſais, p. 2. It is notoriqus, that a certain ſet of men, 
moſt im _ aſſuming the ſole interpretation of the 
laws of Chriſt's Kingdom, and pretending to an extraor- 
dinary zeal for the honour. of its founder, did ſet up, and 
for many ages maintain, a Kingdom of their oiun, over 
the greafeſt part of the chriſtian world : the moſt impi- 
ous and oppreſſive tyranny that ever exerciſed the patience 
of God or man.” Again, p. 3. C if I am not miſtaken, 
the ſame principles and claims, admitted in their utmoſt 
latitude ànd in all their conſequences, will at all times be 
ſufficient, under a crafty management, to eſtabliſh, not 
an empire within an empire, but a ſacerdutal empire, 
which will infallibly draw all power to itſelf, and render 
the civil magiſtrate its miniſter and dependent. 


4 * 
* 


* 
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And where there was no ſeat, no fountain, 
no ſource of power; there, no ſeeds of tyran- 
ny could ever have been watered or nouriſhed. 
Eccleſiaſtical pride would have been a feeble, 
harmleſs thing vitheu¹,ỹj,öpo b r. And © al- 
though eccleſiaſtics are generally guided more 
by ambition than honeſty, it would not then 
have been the caſe; ſince there would have 
been nothing to feed their ambition upon, 
they would have found no method of pro- 
moting their own worldly power and gran- 
deur, under the name of church and religion. 
The civil power may therefore thank itſelf 
for ſunning and hatching this viper; fince 
noͤthing but a civil eſtabliſhment of religion 
could ever have render'd eccleſiaſtical autho- 
rity ſo daring and formidable! This is the 
truth of facts, whether the civil magiſtrate 
will, or will not ſee it ; whether mankind 
will, or will not own it. ; 


THE various forms of church government 
that have obtained ſince the apoſtolic inſtitu- 
tion fully prove the point, even as Phileleu- 
therus Cantabrigienſis has conciſely repreſented 
them, In * places, it is probable the 
authority of the Biſhop of the city might ori- 
ginally extend through all the zpoxgue, or 
territories of the city, which is made the o- 
r:ginal of Dzoſce/an epiſcopacy. But in other 
places, it is more than probable, that the au- 
thority of the  city-biſhop extended no far- 

E22 ther 
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ther than the city; and that there were rural 
Biſhops in every village in which there was a 
congregation, independent on the city-Biſhop. 
Theſe in the fourth century were called, 
chorepiſcops, and about that time began to be 
reduced under the authority of the c:ty-b:/hops, 
and in time to the condition of * — 
In thoſe places this might be the riſe of Diſ- 
ceſan-epilcopacy, i. e. of one Biſhop's having 
authority over ſeveral congregations of chriſti- 
ans, which by this means were not indepen- 
dent on one another, but united in one polity 
or eccleſiaſtical regimen. 


LONG before the fourth century ſeveral of 
the churches, originally independent, had u- 
nited into a common _ regimen under the Bi- 
ſhop of the chief city of thoſe which united. 
And as theſe coalitions at firſt extended only 
to the churches or cities of one province, 
this gave riſe to the provincial or metropolitical 
authority. The metropolitans for ſome time 
continued independent; but in time the pro- 
vincial churches too united, whence patri- 
archs, and what was then called the archi- 
epiſcopal, dignity ; though ſince we uſe the 
title of arch-biſhop, not for # POOR out 
for a metropolitan. 


THE patriarchs at firſt were thirteen or four- 
teen, but by ſome of them being in time re- 
duced under ſubjection to others, their num- 

ber 
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ber was diminiſhed in the fifth or ſixth Cen- 


tury to {ix or ſeven, and at laſt they were all 
ſwallowed up in the uſurpation of the patriarch 
of Rome, whoſe monſtrous ſupremacy com- 
pleated the myſtery of iniquity. 


THE gradual riſings of eccleſiaſtical autho- 
rity are thus repreſented. From which we 
cannot but diſcern, that as ſoon as chriſtians 
quitted the primitive model of independent 
churches in each city and village, as ſoon as 
they departed from the plan of apoftolical 
ſimplicity, then it was 1 the myſtery of 
iniquity began to work; ſhewing itſelf firſt 
in a dioſceſan epiſcopacy; then in provincial 
and metropolitan ; next in archi-epiſcopal and 
patriarchal ; at laſt in an univerſal, All of 
which proves to a demonſtration, that the o- 
riginal primitive model of independent 
churches, was the only natural, the only 
juſt, and the only ſafe model. And allo it 
proves, that chriſtianity can no where ſhew it- 
ſelf to advantage, but in its return to its pri- 
mitive ſtandard, diveſted of all civil power, 
and every kind of authority over the faith and 
worſhip of one another.— Both this writer 
and the Biſhop countenance us in this con- 
clufion, when they ſay, © that men have no 
authority to add unto or interpret the laws of 
Chriſt, to alter or inflict the ſanctions of thoſe 
laws. And that it is the duty of every chriſti- 
an who unites in a church, in order to the 

| public 

Eſſay, p. 12, 13, 14. 
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png worſhip of God, that he judge for 

imſelf, not others for him, of the manner 
of worſhip, whether it be agreeable to reaſon 
and ſcripture, and moſt to his own edification 
and falvation. - That this communion muſt 
be voluntary, out of a ſenſe of duty, and the 
command of Chrift only ; and not by com- 
pulſion or fear of human terror or denun- 
ation. 


... THE Biſhop thus reaſoneih,— < that the 
pleaſing part of religion to almighty God; 

and that in which he alone delights, being the 
voluntary reaſonable ſubmiſſion of a man to 
him and to his laws: where force prevails, 
and the argument is taken from terror and 
human puniſhment, what place can remain 
for any freedom of choice? and without free- 
dom of choice, where is virtue, or honour ? 
and without virtue, where can be the appro- 


bation of God? 10 | ; 


| AND again he ſais, is it not therefore an ex- 
cellent topic, whichwe often hear of, that theſe 
methods of ſeverity keep all things quiet; that 
theyenforcean 0UTWARD UNIFORMITY ; pro- 
eure an external good appearance; that they ba- 
baniſh all differences and diſputes; and the like. 
But, for God's fake, what is all this to frutb, 
and religion? WR are braved within; and 

a are 

N 


p. 202, 203. 
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are of no account but as they are choſen upon 
due grounds, by men. — And is the worſhip 
of the Father, in ſpirit and in truth, all dwin- 
dled into an external agreement, without 


any _ either to underflending, or to 
truth?“ 


But what is the language of acts of uni- 
formity among us? & © if any perſon ſhall 
preach, declare, or ſpeak any thing in the de- 
rogation or depraving of the ſaid book of 
common prayer, or any thing therein con- 
tained, or of any part thereof, for the fir ſtof- 
fence he ſhall ſuffer impriſonment one whole 
year: for the ſecond, (if a lay- man) ſhall ſuf- 
fer impriſonment during his Life. And for 
omitting willfully the publick Service on Sun- 
day, he ſhall forfeit for every ſuch offence, 
one ee! 


LEST, any ſhou'd be 133 to think my 
authors, too moderate in their religious ſenti- 
ments, Iwill cite the opinion here, of a Di- 
vine, which will not be ſuſpected of any 
partiality in our favour ; I mean, the Reve- 
rend Dr. HENRY STEBBING in his diſſertation 
on the power of ſtates, &c. * who has this juſt 
obſervation—*. by the law of God (which no 
law of ſociety can reverſe) every man has a 
right to worſhip God according to his own 
judgment and conſcience ; but before the 

_ RE- 


$ Sce I. Eliz. c. 2. * p. 37. 
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book of common prayer.“ 
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'REVOLUTION the law faid, that every man 


that abſented himſelf from his pariſh church ſhou'd 


pay twebve pence a ſunday. This was thought 
hard upon thoſe e ee men who cou' d 


not in conſcience conform to the eſtabliſned 
worſhip; and therefore it was removed by the 
att of toleration : and ſhou'd the revival of 
ſuch a law, or any thing like it, be attemped 
in theſe times, no doubt it wou'd be cenſur- 


ed as an wnreaſonable law.” 


THIs is nevertheleſs, the language of the a- 
bove Statute. Agreeable to it isthat of the 13th 
of Carol. 2d. c. 4th. Whereas a great number 


of people in divers parts of this realm do will- 


fully and ſchiſmatically abſtain and refuſe to 


come to their pariſh churches, and other places 
where common prayer, &c. is uſed upon the ſun- 
days — now in regard that nothing conduceth 
more to the peace of this nation, nor to the ho- 
nour of our religion, and the propagation thereof, 
than an uni verſal agreement in the public wor- 
ſhip of Almighty God; and to the intent that 
every perſon within this realm, may certain- 
ly know the rule to which he is to conform 
in public worſhip, &c. Be it enacted &c.— 
The good laws to be applied, practiſed and 
put in uſe for the puniſhing of all offences 
contrary to the ſaid laws with relation to the 


AND 


- . 
** 
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AND notwithſtanding the attempts of the 

iſt of William and Mary to remove the penal- 

ties from the pr IS by the act 
t 


of toleration ; that very act requires a ſubſcrip- 
tion in all their 2 teachers to moſt of the 
39 articles of reſigion, mentioned in the 13th 
of Elizabeth ; only the 34th, 3 5th, 36th, and 
part of the 2oth. they are excuſed from ſub- 
ſeribing: which if they neglect to do, they 
are liable to any of The pains. or penalties 
mention d in the act of the 17th. off Charles 
2d. intitled, an ad? fot reſtraining non-confor- 
miſts from inhabiting in Corporations: and 
to the penalty of one hundred pounds menti- 
on'd in an act of the 13th; and 14th. of 
Charles the 2d, intitled, an act for the uni- 


ſermih of "public propers,, &c.* 


MANY of which Abele of religion are ſucli 
as no unitarian can ſubſcribe. e. g. the firſt, 
which fais,—* In the unity of this Godhead 
there be three perſons of one ſubſtance, pow- 
er, and eternity, the Father, the Son, and the 
holy Ghoſt,” —as unable will he be to ſub- 
Gabe the 2d. which ſais, *he'Son which is the 
word of the Father, begotten from everlaſting 
of the Father; the very and eternal God, of one 

F ſubſtance 


11 find Reavy JE Gentleman, in his anſwer to Ten- 
tandum Eft, ſaying, p. 24. this act of indulgence, 
(ſpeaking of the e act,) does not take notice, 
or diſpenſe with any act whatſoeber other than theſe twog 


1ſt, and 23d. Elizabeth. For the proof of which he refers to 
the act itſelf, 


> 
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ſubſtance with the Father, took man's nature 
in the womb of the bleſſed Virgin of her ſub- 
ſtance.” -not leſs offenſive is ART 5th to an uni- 
tarian—* The holy Ghoſt proceeding from 
the father and the Son, is, of one ſubſtance, 
majeſty, and glory with the Father and the 
Son, very and eternal God.” © 


oTHER doctrinal articles, with many, who 
are not unitarians, wou'd with no leſs diffi- 
culty, be fubſcribed. But wou'd, Phileleu- 
therus or the Biſhop be able to fay, that this 
ſubſcription ought to be the condition, of hay- 
ing the penal laws no longer in force againſt 
any proteſtant diſſenting teacher in the whole 
Kingdom? They never cou d, who have ſaid 
the ſtrongeſt things in favour of the rights of 
private judgment, and againſt all church-ty- 
ranny. And yet, this is the ſituation in 
which we are, expoſed to thoſe penalties, 
unleſs we thus violate the rights of conſcience, 
and ſuffer men to have dominion over our 


faith. e pay 


© AND as to the /aity, theſe, if men of large 
fortunes, in fome caſes, 'and by ſome per- 
ſons won'd be made liable to FINxs, for not 
ſerving thoſe offices for which the very ſta- 
tute laws in being have diſqualified them. So 
J underſtand the caſe to be with thoſe Gentle- 
men, againſt whom the moſt opulent city in 
the world has now appointed a proſecution, 
wk e for 
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for not ſerving the office of sHERRITT.— 
Cou'd a proceeding be more unreaſonable 
than that of harraſſing and diſquieting men, 
who, in all reſpects and to the uttermoſt of 
their abilities, have ſhewn a diſpoſition to con- 
tribute to the ſupport of the preſent govern- 
ment ; and are not behind hand with any in a 
readineſs to ſerve the public! It ſurely cannot 
be perſonal ſervice, but their money, that the 
CITY wou'd require. But wou'd it not be 
infinitely better that its choſen coMMITTEE 
ſhou'd propoſe to the ſitting parliament an ex- 
planation, or amendment of thoſe diſqualify- 
ing Statutes ? and if they imagine any danger 


to the church, from the perſonal ſervices of 


proteſtant diſſenters, in poſts of honour or in- 
fluence, e en let them ſolicite, that upon 
no terms whatſoever a proteſtant diſſenter 
ſhall be eligible to any civil office.” It is 
highly probable that their panic wou'd ceaſe, 
when they once found all chairs of prefer- 
ment ſacred to themſelves and others, who are 
not quite ſo fond of liberty, civil and religi- 
gious, as theſe Schiſmaticsare. The b1go-clergy 
will tell them, their church will be muc 
more ſafe in the hands of Papiſts. In this 
excluding ſcheme, they may thus refreſh 
themſelves with the aromatic ſteams of blood 
popery has poured out, and with the unex- 
ampled barbarities ſhe has perpetrated. For 
the truth is, an abhorrence of all perſecution 
| F'2 and 
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and an indignify ſhewn to eccleſiaſtical au- 
thority, are the principles that render us hate- 
ful in the eye of the enflamed bigot. 


THIS eccleſiaſtical authority proceeds yet 
farther, and has actually concerned itſelf 
with and preſumed to determine the ever/a/t- 
ing fates of men; for upon no leſs than thir- 
teen annual church feſtivals, the miniſter and 
people ſtanding, are to fing or fay at mornin 
prayer, © whoſoever will be ſaved: before al 
things it is neceſſary that he hold the catholic 
faith, which faith, except every one do keep 
whole and undefiled: without doubt he ſhall 
periſh everlaſiingly. And the catholic faith is 
this : that we worſhip one God in trinity, 
and trinity in unity; &c.” Yet we know, 
and the Biſhop has told us, that. Chriſt did 
not come into the world, either to perplex 
the underſtandings of men, or to diſtract their 
conſciences.—And it is very ſhameful to con- 
fider, that men ſhou'd not be contented to be 
men; and to think for themſelves ; one, 
one way, and another another. And what is 
it to us what weak and fallible men have ſaid 
with ſo much poſitiveneſs? But here is ag 
authority aſſumed of conſigning over to 
eternal damnation, ſuch as do not hold the: 
catholic faith ; tho it is made up of articles, 
which no man can form any conception of, yet, 
he muſt keep it whole and undeffled, or elſe. 
periſh everiaſtingly. Shew me what has ever 

| been 
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been more preſumptious in the bluſtering 

ntiff at Rome, in any of his anethema's, if 
you are able ?—A church that has this lan- 
guage in its public ſervice, is ſurely not ſo 
much reformed from popery, as the Biſhop 
imagines ; * © but it is yet upon the bottom of 
infallibility or inconteſtible authority, and not 
upon that of appealing to Chriſt himſelf, in 
his Goſpel ; profeſſing the ſcriptures to be the 
rule to all Chriſtians ; for, not only ſome of 
the profeſſed members of this church, pre- 
tend to powers which the goſpel gives them 
not; but the public liturgy makes matters 
neceſſary to eternal falvation, which Chriſt 
has not made neceſſary.” 


As to the ſtatute laws which reſpect con- 
formity and are enforced with worldly penal- 
ties, we have already ſeen the Spirit of this ec- 
cleſiaſtical authority in them; and how far the 
toleration act has qualified its malignity towards 
us : but we ought not to omit the freedoms 
which theſe ſtatutes have taken with an ex- 
preſs flatute law of Jeſus. I mean, in their 
appointing the ſacramental teſt, as the civil 
qualification for offices of power, profit, and 
truſt. No matter whether the perſon be 
conformiſt or non-conformiſt, the proſtituti- 
on is the fame, the prophanation the ſame.— 
| Could it once have enter'd the heart of man 
to imagine, that the divine Jeſus cou'd ever 

| intend, 


p. 215, 
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intend, that a ſolemn memorial of his own 
ſufferings and death, ſhould be appropriated 
to the purpoſe of qualifying men for civil and 
worldly emoluments.” Whether in this, the 
eccleſiaſtical power has not trampled upon the 
authority of Jeſus? let them ſhew, who are 
accountable for the preſumption. | 


Ap yet, the firm friends of the preſent 
government, have encouraged among proteſt- 
ant diſſenters an occaftonal conformity. To 
what purpoſe ?— To ſtrengthen the hands 
of the patrons of liberty.— But how fatal the 
ſcheme ? Thus are the numbers of non-con- 
formiſts diminiſhed, among whom the rights 
of private judgment and conſcience have 
their Palladium. And thus their intereſts are 
weakened, upon whoſe principles alone truth 
can triumph, liberty afſert her empire, and 
religion ſhew herſelf in her native drefs,— 
The ſacrifice was much too coſtly, when 
men exchanged the profeſſion of their claims 
to the right of private judgment and conſci- 
ence, for a profeſſion of homage to an eccle/;- 
aſtical authority, in matters of faith and in 
forms of worſhip. And whatever perſonal 
advantages men reap by the exchange, becauſe 
of temporal emoluments, there will yet re- 
main a vaſt difference between thoſe who 
have no intereſt to ſupport, but that of truth 
and righteouſneſs; and thoſe who have 
worldly pomp, and grandeur, and riches, 

to 


- 
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to procure, or preſerve, or increaſe.” — And 
the gow I remain unanſwered, © what 
power on earth has any right to apply a ſa- 
cred inſtitution. of the chriſtian church to the 
purpoſes of civil government, or make that 
a qualification for one thing which was de- 
figned by the divine author of it to quite a- 
nother ? What an indignity is offered to the 
head and king of the church, to require a 
ſacred inſtitution, which was calculated for 
the ſpiritual benefit of his faithful diſciples, 
to be attended upon only to qualify for being 
an excifeman, or a tide-waiter ?— Come take 
this bread— or ſtarve. Drink this cup — or. 
elſe ſee your families ruin'd and undone.”, 
Here is the temptation.— 'The good Biſhop, 
whom 1 M truly venerate, fais, © chriſtians 
cannot too of think of that denunciation 
of their maſter's ; wo be to the world becauſe 
of offences : i. e. great miſchief, and evil, will 
come to men, by fumbling blocks, laid in the 
way of the Goſpel,” —j | 


IT is faid, however, by way of objection, 
te there are great numbers of proze/tant diſſen- 
ters who agree with the eſtabliſhment in the 
articles of religion, and in the doctrine of the 
Liturgy; pray what violence is then offered 
to theſe in their ſubſcription, or confor- 
mity > 3” | 
| WAS 


T p- 214. 


38 Ai apology for a protefant diſſent, ke. 
was Ito anſwer for myſelf, - although 1 
could == to the truth of every article, 3 
to the various doctrines of an eſtabliſhed Li- 
turgy, even all this would not warrant my 
conformity; ſince in fach ſubſcription and ex- 
preſſion of my homage, I ſhould. acknow- 
tedge an authority ſeparate from that of 
Chriſt's in his church: and I ſhould alſo 
countenance a meaſure that would enſnare. 
6thers who have different opinions, and un- 
derſtand the teachings of the Goſpel in ano- 
ther ſenſe than that in which I have under- 
ſtood them. — The Biſhop is here with 8 
when he fais, the ſpirit of the Goſpe 
would be always ſeen, where the profeſſion per 
it is; if the Goſpel itfelf were truly the creed, 
and the ' law to chriſtians ; the only meaſure 
F theit faith, and the only rule of their acti- 
ons;” and again, great evils he obſerves to 
enſue, © when the faith of chriſtians is new 
fettled by weak and fallible men, many hun- 
dreds of years after Chriſt left it ſettled him- 
1 . 


nur conformity to an eſtabliſhed. form 
of worthip, with articles of religion and creeds 
annexed, is not conſiſtent wit my making 
the Goſpel itſelf truly the creed and lau 
my faith and practice; the only meaſure and 
N thereok. All civil eſtabliſhments of reli- 


yu 


% 
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gion are nem ſettlements, made by weak and 
tallible men long after the faith of ghriſtians 
had been eſtabliſ by Chriſt hifiſelf.—1 


could not therefore conform to any national 


ciyil eſtabliſhment of religion, becauſe in do- 
ing ſo, I ſhould not be able to ſhew my diſ- 


approbation of a foreign authority or power 
of legiflation in the church and kingdom of 


Chriſt.— ö 


I is farther faid, there are found among 
ptoteſtant · diſſenters great animoſities againſt 
one another, a furious zeal and a violent ill- 
will; beſides a ſtrange diſpoſition to Lord it 
over the faith of one another. . 


FLATIEND 8 | | a 
-. GRANT the charge; what will it prove ? 

only that tares grow up among the wheat, 
and that notwithſtanding, a pretended zeal for 
liberty and therights of private judgment, there 
is great inſolence, a want of honeſty, a de- 
plorable ignorance, of the true fundamental 
principle of non conconformity, found among 
non-conformiſts. But this will never affect the 
principle itſelf, any more than the vices of a 
many profeſſing chriſtranity; can effect the 
truth or goodnefs of that ſyſtem. We pro- 
feſs to.difallow ' of any human authority in 
matters of faith and 'worſhip, and we dif- 
claim every ſort and degree of pre-eminence; 
and ought to do-it, if we would be-confif= - 
rent chriſtians, The J we profeſs is 
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right, however wrong may be our practice. 
And as,to enthuſiaſm, fanaticiſm, and bigo- 
try, thelt, perhaps, are not more rarely found 
in an eſtabliſhment, than among non- con- 
formiſts. But if the caſe was not equal, it 
wou'd not at all weaken the evidence in fa- 
vour of the rights of conſcience. For his 
Lordſhip owns, that the beſt things are moſt 
abuſed — * © and there will yet remain a 
vaſt difference between thoſe who have no 
intereſt to ſupport, but that of truth and 
righteouſneſs ; and thoſe who have worldly 
pomp, and. grandeur, and riches, to procure, 
or preſerve, or increaſe, the one being for 
tryal and examination which can never hurt 
or injure truth : the other is far a much 
eaſier method ny WT <0 faith * obedi- 


* 


| SOME CONCLUSIONS from this a 
may be made in our favour. Such as e 
CONCLUSION 1. THE e of pre- 
venting diverſity of opinion, by any preſcrib- 
ed forms of devotion,” is not only . vain, but 
very extravagant. It was never the intention 
of the CREATOR, that men - ſhould ſubſiſt, 
at leaſt, in this ſtate, without ſuch difference 
and diverſity. Nay, we are aſſured, that the 
variety is abſolutely neceffary to the more 
exalted . Gag of human, or chriſtian virtue. 
* | y - For 
108 m , pope p. 39. | 


Cox cLus los. 51 


For, altho' this venerable Biſhop has ſaid 
* It would be an incredible happineſs to 
human ſociety, as it is ſeen to be in any 
family, for men to be of one mind, and to 
have the ſame notions and opinions.“ Vet he 
owns, there is not any ground of hope of 
ſuch an happineſs.” Nor only this, but he 
has ſhewn, in a very juſt and ſtrong light, 
that could ſuch an effect be produced by any 
means, it wou'd reduce the degree of virtue, 
in its focial exerciſes, and take away the oc- 
caſion of its greater luſtre and glory. For 
to love thoſe who agree with us in every 
thing, is no conſiderable reach in religion; 
nor any mighty proof of a perſon's candour 
or humility. But to love, and bear with, 
and make allowance for thoſe who differ 
from us, and whoſe notions are at a wide 
diſtance from ours; to be ready. to conde- 
ſcend to theſe, and to do them all good offi- 
ces, this is truly great and glorious. There 
is ſome temptation to the contrary, ſome- 
thing in the pride and paſſion of human na- 
ture, contradictory to this, which makes it 
much more honourable, and a much higher 
inſtance of goodneſs.” || g 


w ought not therefore to defire ſuch a- 
greement in opinion, unleſs we ſhould ſup- 
poſe, what wou'd admit of no conſiderable 

G 2 reach 
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reach in religion, nor any mighty proof of a; 


perſon's candour and humility, to be a con 
dition preferable to that in which the nobler 
and more divine efforts of benevolence have 
their ſcope and exerciſe. But this will not 
be the deſire of any, who wiſh well to ſo- 
ciety, and induſtriouſly endeayour to promote 
and advance the honour of humanity. A- 
mong whom, the  Bzfhop, by his labours, 
has made no common figure. — It would 


be well if every heated Big, both confor- 
miſt and non- conformiſt, wou d weigh 
the importance of this concluſion; and learn 
how to let his Jigh ſhine before men, by lay- 
ing the emphaſis of his zeal, not on any 
ſuch romantic viſionary thing as an unanmity 


of notion and opinion; but on his own hu- 


mility, candour, and benevolence : on his 


love to thoſe who aſſert the right of private 
judgment, however they diſagree with bim in 


ſpeculation. There is no other unity attain- 


able in this ſtate, but that which is moral; 
what relates to teinper and ſpirit: in which 
good nature, meekneſs, and condeſcen- 
ſion are manifeſt. And, with humble ſub- 
miſſion, when his Lordſhip illuſtrated his 
ſenſe, « by what is ſeen in families, I thould 
imagine, the harmony does not even there 
depend om agreement in ſpeculation, notion, 
or opinion; no more than it does on taſte, 
genius, or complexion. So that for any 
thing I can perceive, the pretence of pre- 

venting 
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yenting diverſity of notion or opinion, by an 
uni farm of creed and ritual, is not only wn. 


but very extravagant. 88 


THAT zeal for trurb is qertaialy derilih, 
which diſturbs the peace of ſocieties, and ope- 
rates by arrogance, pride, malice and hatred. 
Whilſt the wiſdom which is from above is 
ever peaceable, gentle, merciful and bene- 
volent. Bitterneſs, calumny, and evil- ſpeak- 
ing are undoubtedly the evidence of a ſpirit 

diſowned and condemned by the 1 of 
Jeſus. g | 

ConcLuston IT. Tawese excellent wri- 
ters have ſaid enough to / juſtify for ever a 
proteſtant diſſent from any civil church eſta- 
bliſhment in the world. From them we are 
told that Jeſus alone is law-giver and judge 
in matters of faith and worſhip. And that 
men miſtake about the nature of Chriſt's 
church, who would argue from. other viſible 
| ſocieties to what ought to be viſible and ſen- 
ſible in his. That if men feel themſelves 
diſpoſed to receive the words of eternal life 
from Chriſt himſelf ; and to take their faith 
from what he himſelf once delivered, who 
knew better than all the reit of the world 
what he required of his own ſubjects; to di- 
rect their worſhip by his rule, — their whole 
practice by the general law he has laid down; 
they may be hens certain that they are = 

1 * 
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his ſubjects, and members of his kingdom.— 


but to ſet up any other authority in his king- 


dom to which his ſubjects are abſolutely o- 
bliged to ſubmit their conſciences or conduct, 
evidently deſtroys the authority of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as FR T | 


AnD Phileleutherus aſſures us, that eccleſi- 


aſtical authority, laws, ſanctions, officers, are 


on diſtinct things from Chriſt's authority, 
aws, and ſanctions: and that we are not o- 
bliged to ſubmit our conſciences to theſe, un- 
leſs we wou'd trample upon and diſgrace 
the authority of Chriſt. Hence it appears, 


as well as it does from the nature and 


» 
4; 
"By: 
"I 


reaſon of things, that we are, as chriſtians, 
indifpenfibly obliged to continue our proteſ- 
tant-diſſent from the national civil 3 
cſtabliſhment. 


ConcLusion III. TE ground and foundati- 
on, the firſt principle on which we diſſent froma 
national civil church eſtabliſhment, may not on- 
ly be allowed to be juſt and reaſonable, from the 
reaſonings of theſe celebrated adyocates for 
conformity; but is the very ſame with that on 
which the great REFORMER of mankind pub- 
liſhed the goſpel, and recommended his 15 of 
on to the world. The firſt Chriſtians, 


1 as 


© 1 Biſhop s Sermons, p. 302, 303- 
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as well as their maſter, were, all of them, 
in every country non- conformiſis; and did dit. 
ſent from the national eſtabliſhments of reli- 
gion. All reformers ever ſince have been ſo. 
Thoſe immortal names of Luther and Caluin, 
derive all their glory from their non-confor- 

mity to the national eſtabliſhments of religi- 


on. And all the ſubſequent reformation has 
been upon the ſame principle, to wit, the 
right of private judgment in all matters of 


faith and worſhip. — On this, and the ho- 
nours we pay Jeſus as $0LE law=piver in his 
church, we defend our diſſent from the na- 


tional eſtabliſhment. And in our peaceable 


ſeparation, and unſhaken loyalty to our prince, 
King GrorGe the ad. whom God long pre- 
ſerve, as our ſupreme civil Governour, we 
preſume upon a claim we have to protection 
and ſafety, in aſſerting theſe our Chriſtian 
fx and are firmly perſuaded, that none 

can juſtly deſpiſe or contemn us, who are 
friends to LIBERTY, and wiſh well to the 
cauſe of TRUE religion. All the ſons of the 
eſtabliſhment, ſhould dous the juſtice to own, 
that as we diſclaim all ecclefiaſtical power, 
and admit of no dominion over the faith of 
any, and as we abſolutely condemn the opi- 
nion of, an alliance between church and 
ſtate,” as dangerous to civil ſociety, and ſub- 
verſive of the deſign of the chriſtian religi- 
on; ſo we cannot poſſibly, upon our o 
principles, abet, or encourage any — 


* , 
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or contrivances to ciyal the eſtabliſhed Liera#- 
by 3 ot level an aim at civil power, in order 
to have the exerciſe of it, in any part of our 
religious character. We plead only far that 
Sndepentency in dur churches; that may bear 
he neareſt reſemblance to the primitive apoſ- 
tolie model. In which independency, nose 
-of thoſe enormous, nor any other evilt, of 
any kind can atiſe, that endanger or diſturb 


the civil conſtitution; which by a civil eſta- 


bliſhment of religion has Oœcaſioned fo much 
teproach of the nab 1p name.—Of much 


* ſame 1 is the EXAMINER of tht 


reb power, .*. whoſe words are 
1 rh 77 believe, I may venture to affirm, 
that the divine right appropriated to eocleſiaſ- 
ics, is the curſed root of bitterneſs from 


— the Papa ſupremaey ſprings”; 22 3 


-GouctwgtenTV. 17 isagbadan irguipand in 
favour any national eſtabliſhment among pro- 
teſtants, as it is among papiſts, —— it enforces, 
by virtue of penal laws, an oxrwward uniformity, 
banithes tes and diſputes.” We may 


treat the argument with the ſame raillery 


which the good Byſbop — * for God's 
lake, what is all this to truth and religion: 

which are ſeated within, and are of no ac- 
count, but as they are choſen, upon duet 
grounds, by men. "Rod is truth * is 
5 SIE nothing ?'is the 
i . worthy 
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| worſhip of the Father in ſpirit and truth, all 


— into an external agreement without 
any regard either to . underſtanding, or to 
truth? The conformiſt to any national ci- 
vil eſtabliſhment of religion,” ought to exa- 
mine upon what ground he ſtands, what is 
the foundation, what the rule of his faith and 
worſhip ? for the ſame B:fhop aſſures us, that 
all which weak and fallible men have faid 
tho with ever ſo much poſitiveneſs ; tho' 
backed with never ſo much worldly authori- 


T.; tho”. ſtrengthened with all the penalties of 


is world, and of that which is to come : all 
is nothing to men heartily concerned about 
their religion. The poim is, what our Lord 
himſelf requires; and what his apoſtles them- 
ſelves deliver; as from him. This is the im- 
portant enquiry. And this ought to be ſtrictly 
obſerved by all, who profeſs to examine into 
his doctrine.“ q. d. It is not what Kings with 
their Lords and Commons have faid, or 
what any dignified clergy have inclined them 
to ſay; it is not what any of their penal laws 
or ſtatutes, have threatened; or their gracious 
ſmiles have promiſed, that is any thing to men 
heartily concerned about their religion. The 
point is, what their Lord himſelf has requir- 
ed, and whit his ; apoſtles themſelves deliver 
as from him. This is the i important enquiry.” 
And ſince it is, we plainly perceive the argu- 
ment for uniformity of worſhip, and for unants 


2 of opinion,” is altogether trifling and of no 
H 
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conſequence This ſhou' d be well digeſted 


by the members of the eſtabliſnment. The 


peace and god order, the weal and profpe- 
rity of the publigican never be ace by 


means ſo unpromiſng. 


N. B. The fame arguments uſed, by the 


| confonmiſt againſt the popiſh claims, will 
equallynſerve the difſenter againſt the autho- 
ritati ve claims of the conformiſt. 


ConcLusion V. From the premiſes we 
conclude, that ecclefiaftical authority has no 
juſt faundation in nature, reaſon or — 


What, if it was propoſed to operate about 


forms and circumſtances of 1 Theſe 
Mriters confeſs, it to be the duty of all Chriſ- 
tians every where to judge for themſelves, and 
not othets for them, how the manner agrees 
with -reafon and ſcripture, and whether it is 
moſt for their -own, edification. To what 
purpoſe then a power of legiſlation inveſted 
with any? of what effect their rules or laws, 
their ſanctions, or officers to execute them, 
when: the whole Heraldry is ſuch as both na- 
ture and religion do abſolutely diſown? what 
benefit can poſſibly acerue to mankind from 
= a fanciful  chimerical, conilitution ? 


op dais not the ſame Mr. Hk, 
or HxARNR, figned, a Gentleman of Cum. 
ridge, in 4 Letter to the Reverend the Prolb- 
*. . cutor 
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kutor: &c. Printed by Robert, 1518. has 
this remarkable fange, "wich # Fatty to 


my purpeſe, we are nit afraid to believe 
any truths we find in the Me, tho a map 
rity of vines chance to he àgainſt them, e- 
pecially if thoſe truths cl#h with the en- 


croachments and uſurped claims of the Cler- 
We ſee, that the oNLY FOUNDATION - 


Ta faith of a Proſtelant, muſt be his pri- 
vate judgment, and a perſonal perſuaſion that 
the doctrines - he believes, are contained in 
the Bible. The doctrines which we ſee there, 
we think ourſelves obliged not only to believe, 
but alſo to profeſs, to deny us this liberty, we 
think is Tyranny ; to forbear uſing it, 


crify. We agree with what St. Ambroſe 


writes to Theodgfusthe\Emperot, neque impe- 
riale eff Libertatem dicendi negare, noeme ſacer- 
dotale quod ſentrat non dicere. And ine Li- 
berty we claim for our ſelves, we allow to 


others; and do not expect what is impoſſible, 


that all men ſhou'd exactly agree with our 
opinions.“ | | 


Finally, civil power ought every where to 


be ſeparated from the religious character of 
man, as Chxiſtian: or, in other words, the 


diſciples of che ,givine Jeſus, ſhou'd in all 
matters of faith and worſhip soLEL acknow- 


ledge the authority of their heavenly Lord and 


law-giver. When this is once done, and there 


is no pre-eminence of title, rank, or ſtations. 
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